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FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN

Tell your child that you are going to act out some movements and your child has to
guess what you are doing.

« Act out screaming using only facial expressions.
« Act out typing using only your hands.

« Act out juggling using only your hands.

« Act out stomping using only your legs and feet.
« Act out whistling using only facial expressions.

What if you had to communicate without your voice? Do you think it would be hard?
A man in the Bible named Zechariah lost his voice for a time. Let me tell you his
story! It's in the book of Luke chapter 1.

Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth both loved God, and they obeyed His laws. But
they were getting old, and didn't have any children. Zechariah was a priest and
he took turns serving in God’s temple. When it was Zechariah’s turn to serve, he
went to the temple to make an offering to God. All the other priests and a
crowd of people stayed outside and prayed.

Suddenly Gabriel, an angel of the Lord, appeared to Zechariah and he was so
surprised and afraid! But the angel told Zechariah to not be afraid because
God had heard his prayers and his wife was going to have a baby boy. They
were to name him John. How exciting!

The angel said that many people would be happy about John’s birth and that
God’s Spirit would be with him and he would get people ready for the Lord’s
coming. Zechariah asked if the angel was telling the truth because he and his
wife were old. The angel said it was true but because he didn't believe,
Zechariah wouldn't be able to talk until the baby was born. When Zechariah
finally came out of the sanctuary, he couldn't speak. The only way he could
communicate was by motioning with his hands. The people realized Zechariah
had seen a vision!

What the angel said did come true! Elizabeth found out she was going to have a
baby and she was very happy about this! When she gave birth, she told
everyone the baby’s name was John, just like the angel had said. But her family
and friends wondered about that name so they asked Zechariah. Because he
couldn't talk, he wrote on a tablet the name ‘John’. Suddenly he could speak
again and he gave great praise to God for the birth of a son in his old age.

John grew up, strong in the Spirit of God. And when he was older, John told
people about the coming Savior. His job was to remind the people what God
had said in the past and to get the people ready to meet Jesus.



That's a great story! | think there’s a lot of love in that story. Let'’s look for it!

Zechariah loved his wife (Luke 1:5, 6)

Zechariah and Elizabeth loved God (Luke 1:6, 25)

Zechariah and Elizabeth loved their new baby John (Luke 1:14, 57,76-79)
God loved Zechariah and Elizabeth (Luke 1:13)

God loved John (Luke 1:15-17)

God loves all people (Luke 1:68-75)

We know that God loved the world so much that He sent Jesus to us as a baby many
years ago (John 3:16). But this Bible story also shows us how much God loves us that
he would also send John into the world first to get people ready to hear about Jesus
and to love Him when they meet Him.

Watch this short video to learn how to say | love you, Jesus loves you and God loves
you:

https:/ /www.youtube.com /watch?v=MrDUgmr6_0OQ
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FOR OLDER CHILDREN

Have you ever played the Quiet Game while riding in the car on a long trip with your
family? The rules are very simple. Everyone must remain completely quiet. There can be
no talking, not even a whisper, no laughing or giggling. If you make a sound, you are out
of the game and the last one to make a sound is the winner.

The Quiet Game is fun to play at first but after a while, you get tired of not being able to
speak. | wonder what it would be like to go for a whole day or an entire week without
speaking? What about nine months? Can you imagine going nine months without talking?

A guy named Zechariah did just that. You can find his story in Luke 1 but here's the gist:

Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth, were old and unable to have children. Zechariah
was a priest in the temple and as he was working in the temple one day, an angel
appeared to tell him that he and his wife would have a baby boy that they were to
name John. Zechariah doubted this because of his age so the angel said he wouldn*t
speak again until the baby was born. Elizabeth did become pregnant to everyone's
amazement! When the baby was born (nine months later!), Zechariah finally spoke
again when he wrote the name ‘John’ on a table for everyone to see. Then Zechariah
praised God for his mercy and kindness! And John became strong in Spirit of God
and helped get people ready to know Jesus, who was born shortly after him.

The point of Zechariah’s story isnt that he doubted and couldn't speak, it isnt even that
he and his wife had a baby in their old age. The point of the story is God’s amazing love
for us that he would send a forerunner before Jesus to help get people ready to receive
the good news.

Forerunner: someone sent in advance to announce the coming of someone else.

Jesus and His message were so important that God sent John first. That's how much God
loves us all - that He sent someone else first to prepare the way for the message of Jesus.
God had a plan for each person in this Bible story. Think about it - what was God’s plan
for :

e The Angel?

e« Zechariah?

o Elizabeth?

e John?

e You?

Do you see yourself in this story? Are you Zechariah, praising God for doing amazing,
miraculous things? Are you Elizabeth, overjoyed that God has finally answered your
prayers? Or are you John, a forerunner to tell others about the good news of Jesus? It's
always good to see ourselves in the stories of Scripture and to be reminded that God
wants us to wants us to love Him with our whole hearts and to pave the way for others to
love Him too.
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